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Take a Break History
• Started in 2001 on the BAQ network, tracked 

points only.
• 2003 added VMT tracking.
• 2003 received the Governors Pollution Prevention 

Award.
• 2004 introduced to other State Agencies and 

expanded to the Internet.
• 2005/2006 Expanded the program to other States.
• 2006 National EPA Air Quality Conference
• 2008 added additional pollutants



  



  



  



  

Previous/Current Participants

NA SC Rock Hill York Technical College 

NA SC Rock Hill Winthrop University 

NA WI Milwaukee Wisconsin DNR 

NA SC Fort Mill Springs Industries 

Midlands SC Columbia South Carolina Energy Office 

NA WI Madison Madison Environmental Group, Inc. 

NA KY Frankfort Kentucky Division for Air Quality 

NA AL Birmingham Jefferson County Department of Health 

Midlands SC Lexington County of Lexington 

NA NC Charlotte Clean Air Works 

NA SC Ft. Mill Citigroup 

Midlands SC Columbia Central Midlands Council of Governments 

Midlands SC Columbia Bureau of Water 

Midlands SC Columbia Bureau of Land and Waste Management 

Midlands SC Columbia Bureau of Air Quality 

NA SC Catawba Bowater 

AQI RegionStateCityEntity Name



  

Take A Break From The Exhaust 
Bureau of Air Quality

“Tracking Behavioral Changes”

       Option Percent Change

        Carpooling +34%

        Biked to/from work +10%

        Staying in for lunch +27%



  

Reductions (BAQ only)
• MILES REDUCED:

– 2005: 139,264 
– 2006: 142,218
– 2007: 140,326

• VOC REDUCTIONS:
– 2005: 548 pounds
– 2006: 561 pounds
– 2007: 557 pounds

• NOx REDUCTIONS:
–  2005: 380 pounds
–  2006: 387 pounds
– 2007:  375 pounds



  

Plans for the future…

• Changing the program!
– More user friendly
– More options for users
– Possibly provide option for schools

• Expansion!
– Aggressively promote to other EAC’s, State 

Agencies, and private industry in South 
Carolina.



  

Want to participate in TABFTE?

Jack Porter
803-898-3829

Porterje@dhec.sc.gov

Todd Barrett
803-898-4282

Barretta@dhec.sc.gov

http://www.scdhec.gov/takeabreak/login.asp

mailto:Barretta@dhec.sc.gov
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